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OFI rst Bird Sightiong
Goes Global ‘

O UR BIRD SIGHTINGS EDITOR, Dave Herr, emailed ~ Our own Ani Crawford

me back on Dec 3%to suggest we compile a listof ~ (Newsletteruthor of ‘ _
Afirst bird sightings ofiWakkgeaWostp y# "tk mb
thought this was a neat idea and sent out a quick blurb asking came through witha ~ // \ =3
birders to send me the name of the first bird they saw in 2014 dandy:Great Horned //
and the response was not only surprising but overwhelming!  Owl at 6:50 am (and,/

At the time, Dave was relaxing on vacation at Siesta Key, Flor-zvzss’ \?V;tlﬂﬁ]tm;ﬁ Rl
ida while you and | were enjoying our final hours of sleep here the Pendletgon
in Pendleton, thus Dave made the first club member sighting Walkway in
(for the record: 5:59 am, January; 2014). His email back to b bly .
me read: nWel | as expected, ﬁrﬁé/goﬂemr'g
Brown Pelican. | looked out over the Gulf from our balcony weatherl) gres
when | got up and first saw gulls flying around, probably Ring i e A

i ; : This was
billed, but could have been Laughing, so | did not count them. followed by sightin ndrew Clart<

. s from A
Srown Fell sars .a re p r U @ b()édra%ign%olIaresd%ovg}ng Barb %Igrkmarﬁ—l ‘
Okay. Brown Pelican is a pr edyddWunddOrhed aBombskell carfielindrony Ja-U
every day here in Pendleton.diWewVvEo W reeoifel idddpecitti I &

Q

(V)]

though; surely we can beat an old pelican!!! then aPileated woodpecker adowny and ahairy
Soon after, Bob Tapley in Arizona emailed to sayldssbird woodpecker at Sleepy Ho
of 2013 was a Eared Grebe but firist bird of 2014 was a reported Al ots of down
Lesser Goldfinch(BTW, theonly Lesser recorded); soon after mortality from a beaver dam. | hear blda&cked
Bette Husted emailed with two wordsmerican Goldfinch!; are also common here but have not yet sighted
meanwhile Jenny Barnett was walking down her drivewayto one. 0 Where in Pendleto
pick up the paper when she spottgdraco. A few minutes ing from? Try..Concord, Massachusetts!

later | received an email from lofigne bird club member Paul A few minutes later, back in Pendleton, Frank and
Daniello with his sighting of dufted Titmouse! Where the Clara Prindle reported that they were sitting at their
heck was Paul? Then | remembered: formerly a Pendletonresik i t chen tabl e | ooking o
dent, Paul now lives in New Hampshire. | believe it was at this fy| cock pheasantwalked up the hill in the full sun
juncture that | realized | had put no restrictiondawation of iGORGEOUS! 6 That sighti
the sightingwhich meant things might get a little exciting, dl eds t BestBidOuteftaditthen Win-
which proved to be a slight understatement.... dowAward Way to go and my kind of birding,

Frank and Clara! Next Jenny B. wrote back to say,

»

el

ut



Al't i s always inspiringDowed gpepomtcodeaywy Rebhebiadpar
whil e at home in your p20 54 &Stadird:( miéd fodnot see it"avhile holdicgaut for,
Jenny gets thBest Dressed While Birdingward!) a Bald Eagle, but it's hard to overlook any bird, no matter how
Connie Betts then reported her first sightingat 754mundane. ) 0 Tough |l uck, Jean!
a.m., anrAmerican Goldfinch. Moments later Ann  sorry, Jack, but I'm afraid my first bird this year weasaling.
Wyatt reported not one btwob i r d s, A i n Builesawsobniefreally great birds on the first day of the year
Baker City: OneMagpie and a covey of (hungry) thanks to the Big Day! 0o Aar o
quaill 6 Okay, Ann, | i st i n gweteWwiaingbwithrJeas and Beoky, blso aepoeted sighting one g
ously was clearly a pr othocsepedkgtavingsds theirifiret bird bf the yeav.d=dr blllof f (
give you this time. our starling watchers, you can rejoice knowing that you have
Alison Timmons then reported a dandy raptor from received the treasured and highly coveldttMundane of the
West Richland, Washington: immatu@shawk MundaneAwardand we wish you better luck next year.

at her feeders at 3:17 p.m.! Thatisanawesome Susan Sheoshi ps guacdoshythalievalsd r e

—h

find, Alison!!! Not to be outdone though, anemaill been seeing bald eagle down |af

from global traveler Noah Strycker followed up the Amundaneo category, Nancly
Al li sonbs report. |  h a dwap aHeuse Sparrewland Lydesads uacd. Yol evanted t o
ask him if he would like to participate in our litle mundane, you got iit.o Lorna |[w:

event and he responded twe d Amenicari8loldfiacho |d sd H eorv ef itros tp abji-r

ticipate. My first bird of 2014 was @entoo Pen- And, finally, Dale Wilkins of Pendleton reported the only wa-
I Ar|1tarct|ca-- not a bad way t? start thel terfowl for the first bird of the year sightirigan American
year Good HKerbaini! Wigamroo!N 0 a\RigeBn! Nice job, Dale, and for your efforts you get thise

Old Wigeomaward for the only waterfowl sighting.
be our guest speaker at our April bird cIub meet-

ing...you may recall his previous presentation to theS 0t h 2 t J\ e T a b 20 t wr aps It
club titled, AAmMong Pentgm 9\}1 ? "’}[? Yo
Clearly, Noah gets theurthestOut in the Boonies ust admlt I dld stack e deck a I{tt e. Before closirg the cur{
Awardi nice job and thanks, Noah! tain and going to bed on December'Bpeeked out the win-

_ _ dow at the front pond where greenhead mallards were a
The next report was from Pilot Rock birder Ma- .~ gathering to reost. When morning arrived and it was light
yanna Kopp, who was recovering from cataract . gnough to see.| grabbed a cup of hot coffee and confidently
surgery but could see well enough to identify her  hened the curtain just a crack to peer down at the pond and
fi r st lotsbfrAmeriams Gofdfinche .V a 5y a sheet of ice! Rats! Now | had to take my chances on
leri and Dave M?tanlc sentin alist of birds they  pjan B: the tall cottonwoods out back. Bald Eagles will sit in
had seen on the'With aGreat Hormed Owl as those trees this time of year, so | slooowly turned my head to
their first birdi nice bird to start the year, Val and  gee: two raucous and rowByack-billed Magpiesflitting be-
Dave! Then, Pendleton resident Virginia Storey tween the tree I|mbs .maybe next year.
started her report With“aﬁ]an L?y tné—ll IJlacvklh Irlempor

sorry to report my first bird of 2014 wasstarling.

That's just the way it is here on NW 12th street. year. 611 hav 5 L@ do ‘ hi's
el e e eEer & el e e sEm e | it gives us a clue as to how many different klnds_ ef birds are
hope the rest of the | iBYMRisNGnoirRt @ nR@IRIsE i fign oS tyrgn
that s the way it goes RBSoAnd tasthynwinner of thBetter Late dhan Neeer Asvard t

the only one, Virginia. Read on.... was alert Pendleton birder Tanya Harrison who sent me an
Kate Mace of Pendleton ?ngat?dﬁ anuary'evd g h gt jh i s —F]P a{ K
Oregonjunco-on our deck rai | a044wgs a-peppl JEnCQ/\? tgde my wmdow The first live
followed by JuneReMailed t e_‘h% Yasod t Ikl gflying over tos
Hawkwhi ch was foIIowed YO F Py EPQOBIQQEPBCPHE surelly
Dec?%s i ght i qollgredsDoven ain d rann Re"ca”

utes | at er bBluragan collare® c h eel eds Submitted by Jack Simons
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Calendar of Events

\JJ

March Bird Club Meeting
7:00 p.m., Thursday, March 13, 201

The 6" Annual Humongous
ID Challenge

Created by Jack Simons

Pendleton First Christian Church
215 North Main Street, Pendleton

April Bird Club Meeting
Thursday, April 10, 2014
Potluck Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Followed by

BIRD WORLD INSIGHTS
FOR HUMANS FROM THE
AMAZING LIVES OF BIRDS

Presented by Noah Strycker

Pendleton Presbyterian Church
201 SW Darian Ave., Pendleton

4

Damselflies and Dragonfiies
AVE YOU EVER WONDERED What to call
H those pretty insects with four long, narrow
iridescent wings and body that have flown
in and landed on the trailside plants or maybe even
on your binoculars? Is it a damselfly or a dragon-
fly? Pendleton Bird Club members at the February
13 meeting were treated to an entertaining and edu
cational PowerPoint presentation by Kristen Gregg
about the differences and similarities of the damsel-
fly and dragonfly that we commonly see in the field
during the
warm season.
Kristen, daugh
ter of Jenny
Barnett and
Mike Gregg,
and a student §
Pendleton Mid
dle School,
volunteered to
give her presentation at the Bird Club meeting prior
to the raffle and auction.

We learned that both insects go through an aquatic
nymph stage that can last from 6 months to 6 years
are voracious predators of mosquitoes, and are
commonly eaten by birds and frogs. Some of the
differences between these two bugs are easy to rec
ognize if they sit still long enough to be studied:
when at rest the damselfly folds its wings on its
back, where the dragonfly holds its wings straight
out. Another easy to see difference is that the drag-
onfly has eyes on the top of its head, while the
damsel fl yébs eyes are on
would like to learn more about these fascinating

i nsect s, Kristenbdbs Powe
able for viewing on the web. It can be seen by
clicking on the following linkhttp://
www.startlogic.com.pendletonbirders.org/PDF%
20Files/dragonfly%20and%20damselfly%
20powerpoint.pdf

The Bird Club wishes to thank Kristen for taking
the time to teach us about these brigiatijored,
warmweather bugs and resolve some of the myths
that have been created about them. It was a specia
treat to have one of our youngest members share
her interest with us.

Submitted by Diana LaSarge
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Bird Club Annual Fundraiser

HE FEBRUARY BIRD CLUB Meeting
& Annual Fund Raiser brough
$1026.50 into the Bird Club treasur
Thanks go out to all who participats
with donated items and who purchased ra
tickets and auction treasures. Thank you

FLOCKS AND FORMATIONS

t GLOBE-TROTTING GODWITS....

y. The longest nonstop migration in the world is the

d astounding flight of th@ar-tailed Godwit, a pigeorsize
fle shorebird that nests in western Alaska. In 2007, scientists
ttused a satellite transmitter to follow one godwit as it made

Jeanne Jensen and Connie Betts who org

the raffle table and Lorna Waltz who keeps th¢ Pacific Ocean to its wintering grounds in New Zealand.
refreshments available. Auctioneer (and corpe Beginning in March, the godwits head north by way of the
dian), Sandi Hinds and her husband and agsi Yellow Sea in Asia, completing an 18,66%0le roundtrip

tant, Neal, did a super job of entertaining

audience and auctioning items such as bo
pictures, a Como dinner for six, bird feede
bird nest boxes, an owl decoy, and seve
guided Birding Field Trips by our own rg
nowned guides Aaron Skirvin, Jack Simof
and Neal Hinds.

The Clubds bank acc
$2374.24 after the expenses of the mee
were paid. These funds cover our montl
meeting room expenses, annual website h
ing fee, the annual donation to Blue Mountg
Wildlife (our local, nonrprofit wildlife rehabili-
tation and education facility), guest speal
costs, some refreshment costs, and batterig
maintenance of our microphone and project
The generosity of everyone at the fuadser
means that annual dues are not necesg
Thanks again to all who donated items and g
chased tickets and auction items.

ni a 7,200mile nonstop flight across the widest part of the

he back to their nesting sites in Alaska.
DK

s From fABird Watcherds Bible, 6 Pg
2 National geographic, Washington, D.C.
b1 C
]S.’ ................................................................
Bird Brain
o un Usrael leads the world in the amount of turkey consurfed
Ing per person: more than 34 pounds
nly per year, more than twice the
bst- average amount consumed in the
. United States. The first turkeys
were brought to Israel from the
United States in the 1950s. In a
Ker country where red meat is
s & expensive and p t kos
or. turkey consumption skyrocketed.
ary. From fiBird Watcherdés Bi
ur- , Edited by  Jonathan Alderfer, National Geographic,

Washington, D.C.

BirdNote Song and Story

BirdNote is a two-minute radio show that
combines rich sounds with engaging stories, to
illustrate the amazing lives of birds and give
listeners a momentary respite from the news of
the day.

L

A sure sign of spring: Blagnged Teal
Photo by Gregg Lavaty

To listen to t
click here: '
http://birdnote.org/shows f"‘,;\ .
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TH E NEWS B LE\GJ I D E updated maps including some actual changes in bird

THESBLEBIRDSOF
NORTH AMERICA

Editordéds Note: June WhihcttmridentifyiﬂgtSIBI I:Y Ch

Argentina as this newsletter goes to press, providedfeature. He eventy

the following book review on a new bird field guide. ally changed his
ard of the mind and decided .
to include range =

Next month, June will resume with Hgird of the
Month column.

oD NEWS, BIRDERS! David Allen Sibley is  sjze and scale, so s
ublishing a new bir dfde@dytdde O e R R

ation is nearly over as the new guide is due termine which spe

on the market on March 11, 2014. Even

though Sibleyds 2002 guiafygparticfafrei

distribution. Interesting too, Sibley at one time con-
sidered not having maps when he made the first edi-
tion. His thinking was the guide was for identifica-

tion, and birds should be identified by appearance and
sounds, range is
just probability,

maps. The maps

are all the same SECOND EDITION

cies are likely in

ence, almost every aspect of the book has undergongjion. 1, personally,
a remarkable makeover. Dozens of species have begRink the range
added, most paintings have been revised, and hun- maps are extreme
dreds of new paintings have been created. helpful and am

The basic layout of the book remains the same but Vvery pleased they
there will be obvious changes. Each species will re- Will be updated for
tain a column but the text is in a different format. Thethe second edition
sample page has two or three sentences containing thghile the size of

WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY

DAVID ALLEN SIBLEY

most important facts of the species at the top of the the second edition

page just under the name of the species with addi-
tional important facts stated below the drawings.

Paul Lehman, who is a talented birder and guide for ond edition to 624 pages. The new pages include 98
Wings, has done the maps for the new edition (and Non-exotic rare species, including 18 seabirds. The

the first edition), which includes more than 600 up-

dated maps. There is a lot of new information in the numbers and sophistication of pelagic birding.

will remain about the same, the first edition had 544
pages but 80 pages have been added bringing the sec-

seabird additions are mostly due to the increasing

The new edition also includes a good number of what
were once considered supare or Code 5 birds
(species recorded five or fewer times in the ABA
checklist area). Sibley points out that many of these
birds have been identified well over five times. Ex-
amples given include Willow Warbler, which has
occurred 20 times in the last 10 years, and Sinaloa
Wren at least 4 times in 10 years. Sibley views the
occurrence of rare species as a prediction of which
species will be needed in the book over the next ten
years. He also believes birders should be aware of the
possibility of rare and exotic species that may occur
and go unidentified.

(Continued on Page 11)
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STORM HIT EARLIER IN THE MONTH Harrier off. After a minute or so the pair of Redls
leaving behind over 9 inches of snow alongflew off towards their nest site.

the river. Yes, | was outinitevery day.  The storm brought in three beautiful male Varied

Over the course of the fodlay storm | was  Thrushes. It was a joy to watch them each day. They
outdoors with my binoculars for over 20 hours. It was agontinued on

incredible and unforgettable experience. in their mi-

| trudged along in the snow with my binoculars ready afration the
all imes. The deep snow brought the raptors out in fullgay after the
force. | spent hours following a male Northern Harrier agorm let up.
he flew up and down the river and the levee each day iyalking
search of food. home one

The highlight was on the third day of the storm. The morning
male Harrier was flying back and forth along the levee from going
when suddenly feathers began falling from the sky. | to see the
walked ahead to find that he had taken a House Sparrdéarushes, |

in mid air. Feathers were still floating down from the skgaw a pair of
when | got to the scene. Common

American Bald Eagles were a daily sight during the Mergansers
storm. On Saturday | counted three throughout the day™tNg:

was able to get close enough to one as it perched on alhe storm
snag, to see its yellow talons clinging to the tree branclalso brought

The best eagle story is when | watched one flying in " On€ male
from the east early in the morning on day three. It Common

headed straight for a flat spot on the cliff and as it land&tP'deneye,
the powdery white snow went flying up into the air in aiSt for one

directions. over night
stay. A lone

Another highlight was on the day after the final snow. I kij|ideer flew

spotted a Redhiled Hawk perched on a snag across thgyy oyerhead near the baseball field on the last morning.
river from me. | carefully situated myself behind a tree on the final d f1h | IKi h h
and began watching it eat its breakfast. Suddenly its O" the final day of the storm | was out walking when the

mate came flying up fromS lﬁeganré)lpl K&y ! gmmedjately, thoyghtsStarlings byt ,

it down there) and the one on the snag jumped down iﬁﬁ?re were Way 00HNEg I rais_ed my binoculars to see
over a thousand American Robins flying above my head.

glnedsrgg\r/]v_ About two hundred of them dropped from the sky and
tled its per_ched in three nea!rby trees. | watche_d as th_ey all found
prey. Just their plapes to ;ettle in and rest. Some |mmed|atgly be-
then the gan to sing, while a few others carefully filled their

male North- P€aks with the powdery snow. Yes, they were actually
ern Harrier  €ating the snow.

came flying Just this week, courting and bonding has begun in the
by close to  Great Blue Heron rookery. Four of the eight nests have
the ground  been claimed with confirmed pairs in two of the nests.

and right There are eight birds so far, the four without mates are
over the flying around the rookery and strutting around along the
mantled branches without much success so far.
bird. The  see you next month, Ani
mate of the
. Eedta” : You can read more stories by visiting my blobtéb://
ew up and  gnicraw.worrdpress.com/
Bald Eagle. Ph Th .
ald Eagle. Photo by Gregg Thompson chased the
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