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Newsletter of The Pendleton Bird Club 

Kákya Táymut  
KUK-yuh TIE-moot, Umatilla Indian Translation: Bird News  

In the breeding season, Rusties depend on small 
swamps and puddles where they eat invertebrates. 
Puddles are key features important to them for 
feeding. They also forage in wet bottom lands in 
forests and fields looking for insects, acorns, pine 
nuts, and even fruit. 

Most nests are built in short conifers near a bog, 
swamp, or beaver pond. The female does the work 
building the nest of twigs, lichen, and dried grasses. 
Rotting vegetation is added to form a bowl, which 
is lined with finer grasses when the vegetation dries 
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6 he Rusty Blackbird is one of the most endangered 
species in North America. Since the l960ôs ninety per-
cent of these blackbirds have quietly disappeared. Even 

though the decline has been noticeable, no one paid much atten-
tion to the plight of the Rusty until recently. Is it too late to save 
the Rusty or will they go down in history with the Passenger 
Pigeon? It is maybe too early to say for sure, but the outlook is 
not promising. 

Perhaps if the Rusties were more noticeable with golden, flashy 
feathers, people would have paid more attention to their de-
cline. But, the Rusty is a rather drab medium sized blackbird, 
with no outstanding features. They are slightly larger than Red-
winged Blackbirds with a slender bill and medium length tail. 
In winter, male Rusties have rusty feather edges, yellow eyes, 
and a buffy eyebrow. The females have rusty feather edges, 
pale eyes, and a bold eyebrow. Breeding males are glossy black 
from feather wear. 

The Rusty Blackbird is migratory, nesting across the far north-
ern parts of North America from Alaska to Newfoundland. 
They winter in southern states from the Carolinas through Flor-
ida. At one time the sky would be black with migrating flocks 
of Rusty Blackbirds, but no longer is that the case. They are 
often seen with flocks of Red-winged and Brewerôs Blackbirds, 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, European Starlings, and, in the east, 
Common Grackles. Even though, they may keep company with 
starlings and grackles, there is no evidence they destroy any 
crops. They feed on the ground, often flipping over leaves and 
grasses, searching for insects. They tend to hold their tail up 
when feeding on the ground, which may help in finding a Rusty 
among many other blackbirds.  

Rusty Blackbird photo by Aaron Skirvin, Tucker Down Rd.,  
Wallowa County, OR, January 23, 2011 

Bird Of The Month Rusty Blackbird 
(Euphagus Carolinas )  

By June Whitten 
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birders took part in the Blitz each year to track the few re-
maining Rusties. Since the flurry of research that Russ Green-
berg initiated, people and government agencies are taking 
notice of the plight of the Rusty Blackbird. Many are taking 
action to preserve the valuable wetlands crucial to this birdôs 
survival. 
 
Alana Westwood, a writer and researcher, is continuing the 
Blitz for the Rusty Blackbird. She states we need naturalists 
and birders across North America to report sightings. 
ñTogether we can help save this under-appreciated little bird 
by keeping out a watchful eye.ò 1 
 
On rare occasions a Rusty Blackbird has been reported among 
mixed flocks of blackbirds in Umatilla County on Stanfield 
Meadows Road and Emert or Rosenberg Roads near Echo 
Meadows. To my knowledge, there are no recent sightings ï 
these were late fall or winter sightings. Be sure to report any 
Rusty Blackbird sightings to e-Bird and try to obtain a photo-
graph to verify your sighting! 
 
 

 
 
 

Submitted by June Whitten 
 

1.Bird Watcherôs Digest, October, 2016,  
ñRusty Blackbird, A Species on the Brink!ò Westwood, Alana 

 
 

 

 

out. Three or more pale green eggs require about 11 
days of incubation, also done by the female. The 
male does help feed the nestlings which are depend-
ent on the parents for about a month after fledging. 

Both males and females sing, but at rather strange 
intervals. They will call for hours at regular beats 
then remain silent for hours or even days The song is 
a rather soft gurgle, often described as a rusty hinge. 
It is usually two or three notes followed by a higher, 
rapid whistle. 

What caused the decline in Rusty Blackbird popula-
tions? Scientists are still trying to unravel this mys-
tery. In the Northeast, researchers found Rusties with 
high levels of mercury in their blood possibly poison-
ing them. But, probably the one most devastating 
thing causing the decline of Rusty Blackbirds is    
climate change! Rusties depend on puddles and 
swamp edges with invertebrates for food, especially 
in the breeding season. These critical areas in their 
range are now greatly diminished. Many bird species 
that depend on insects for feeding are declining due 
to the shortage of insect populations from the effects 
of climate change.  

What is being done to protect the few remaining 
Rusty Blackbirds?  Russ Greenberg, who passed 
away before seeing the results of his research and 
solutions, started in 2014 the Rusty Blackbird Spring 
Migration Blitz (linked with e-bird). More than 4,500 

Cool Facts About...Wading Birds    

From the ñcool factsò below, identify the species in each photo. Answers are on Page 9. 

     

They may move slowly, but 
____________ can strike 
like lightning to grab a fish 
or snap up a gopher. 

It is most active at dusk and 
at night, feeding in the same 
areas that other heron spe-
cies frequent during the day. 

A dark wading bird with a 
long, down-curved bill, the 
___________ is a western 
replacement for the Glossy 
Ibis. 

A stocky and well-
camouflaged heron of dense 
reed beds, the ___________ 
is difficult to see. 

A. ________________________ B. ________________________ C. ________________________ D. ________________________ 
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April Bird Club Meeting 

6:30 p.m., Thursday, April 13, 2017 

Potluck at 6:30 

followed by 

Travels to Costa Rica 

 
Presented by Joy & Steve Jaeger 

 
Pendleton First Christian Church 
215 North Main Street, Pendleton 

 
 

 

 

May Bird Club Meeting 

7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Oregonôs 2020 Birding Project 

Presented by Douglas Robinson 
 

Pendleton First Christian Church 
215 North Main Street, Pendleton 

 
 

�x�� At feeders I effortlessly shuck sunflower seeds with my heavy bill. 

�x�� Thankfully, my mate shares about equally in incubating my eggs and 
feeding our young. 

�x�� I spend my winters in central Mexico along with monarch butterflies 
which I consume on roughly 8-day cycles so toxins do not build up in 
my blood. 

�x�� What do you think my gender is? (See answer on Page 9.) 
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